
We had a very successful, but busy month in August for our club. The high-
light: Our 38th annual coin show. Pictures from the show are on page 4. 

Club members were busy selling raffle tickets at the show, netting the club over 
$1,100 to fund next year’s activities and programs.  Show Raffle ticket sales 
results were our best ever. President Chuck Call thanked all of the volunteers at 
the post-show dinner; we had 25 in attendance and some lively conversations 
about our coin-finds and experiences at the show. Special recognition to our 
coin show exhibitors: Briita Ehlers, Gary Acquistapace, Kris Martin, Wanda 
Johnson, and Ram Sethi. And yours truly, even had something to exhibit, so I 
hope to see Briita, Gary, Kris, Wanda, and Ram at the annual club installation 
dinner -- to collect our silver participation medals.  
But, on top of the coin show activities, we also had (2) regular meetings, special 
speaker(s) and a board meeting.  GOLD RUSH: Congratulations to Bill Hurja 
who won the $2.50 Gold prize at the show. Several club members also won 
gold at the show; and, Ray Kowalski won both gold prizes at the regular August 
meetings.  
August Program Speaker: Special thanks to Nancy Oliver and Richard Kelly 
who gave an interesting talk about a little known San Francisco Mint Mystery 
-- See Page 3 for more.   
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*** Club Meetings ***

Oct 4th - Board meeting at the 
Church 

Sep 14th - Regular meeting

Sep 28th - Regular meeting
Theme: Hot Dog Night 
COME 30 min EARLY

 
*** Coin Shows ***

Sep 9-10th Central CA Coin, 
Currency, & Jewelry Show 

Red Lion Hotel 
240 Camino Del Rio Ct.  

Bakersfield 

Sep 17-18th The Old SF Mint 
Coin Show 

5th Street & Mission.  
San Francisco 

www.griffincoin.com 
Admission $5 

Sep 23-25  Long Beach 
47th Annual Summer Show 
Coin, Stamp & Collectibles 

Expo. -- Long Beach Conven-
tion Center Hall A,  
100 S. Pine Ave.

Long Beach 

Oct 3 Sacramento Valley CC
2300 Fair Oaks Blvd 

Sacramento

Oct 9-10 Diablo Numistmatic 
Society 14th Annual Show 

Holiday Inn
1050 Burnett Ave 

Concord 
Admission $3

Aaron Houston  FCC #159
Corresponding Secretary  
dca_33@peoplepc.com

(408) 390-3603

Lots of Summer Club Meeting & Coin-Show Activities

2011 FREMONT COIN SHOW DATE HAS CHANGED due to shifting coin 
show dates with other Bay Area clubs. The Fremont Coin Club’s 2011 Coin 
Show will be on July 23-24th.
More Club Fun in Sept -- Annual HOT DOG Nite on Sept 28th. COME 1/2 
HR EARLY and enjoy a Casper’s hot dog with all of the fix’ns and perhaps share 
a few stories from the coin show.  2nd Meeting in October will be the club’s 39th 
Anniversary -- Plan for a special treat sponsored by the club. 
 
Lastly, special thoughts, to Jim Barton who couldn’t make it to the coin show this 
year due to a fractured leg he sustained during a vacation to New York.  Jim hope 
to see you up and around at a meeting soon. 

Cheers,



August Meeting Notes
Aug  10th, 2010        Meeting called to order at 7:03 pm by President Chuck Call.  Largest Meeting turn-out of the year 

with over 50+ Members in attendance. Bubble Draw: Member #64 Ron Hamro was not present 
to win.  Taylor Web won the door prize.  New Business:  Announcements included upcoming shows and club events.  
Chuck announced that the Coin Show front-desk, set-up, and tear-down sign up sheets are at the membership desk. Those 
who volunteer to work at the show will earn a club-paid dinner at the Market Broiler on Sunday evening.  Vince Lacariere 
reported that the bourse is pretty much sold out. Only two “long-term” dealers will not be returning; two FCC members 
will share one of the vacant tables.  Vince noted that this is the first time in many years that the show has not had a “wait-
ing list”.  Don Ehlers noted he still has a sizeable number of drawing tickets available for check-out. Those members who 
sell one book of tickets receive a special copper club medal; those who sell (2) books of tickets will get (2) medals and a 
free dinner at the January Installation.  Bruce Caires stated he has (7) applications for show exhibits. Briita informed us 
that Jim Barton fractured his leg while in New York. Lyle Okamoto announced he is selling Peninsula Coin Club drawing 
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Show and Tell participants included:
•	 Lyle Okamoto (1896 Morgan $1 from SJCC/CCC picnic; 1807 large cent from ACC; $1 with signatures of Rosa 

Rios and Timothy Gaitner)
•	 Gary Acquistapace (two John Ascuagas Nuggett-Sparks NV gambling tokens, one $25 Bronze token -- ‘98 $10 

token with the famous “Golden Rooster”)
•	 Chuck White (roll of shield cents; 2 rolls of National Park quarters)
•	 Bill Hurja (10 Markan coin from Finland)
•	 Dan Claassen (3 falus coin from Morocco)
•	 Ray Kowalski (coins from South Africa and the island of Mauritius ¢)
•	 Taylor Webb (1959-2009 Lincoln cent set)
•	 Vince Lacariere (3 early US silver dollars: 1795 Flowing Hair $; 1795 Bust $ with small  

eagle reverse; 1803 Bust $ with heraldic eagle reverse)
•	 Jimmy Lee (1848 Liberty Seated $1 “no motto”; Chinese silver dollar)
•	 Briita Ehlers (Colombia sallon token good for 5¢ in trade)
•	 Chuck Call (14K Wells Fargo  Commemorative issued in Sacramento--found in a bag of scrap gold)
Chuck Call won the Show and Tell prize which was donated to the Junior’s Christmas bags. Auction: Chuck auc-
tioned 13 lots, including one donation.  Prize Drawing: In the drawing, an incredibly lucky, Irene Carillo, won three 
silver prizes; Ed Caires, Aaron Houston, Bruce Caires, Chuck White, Chuck Call, and Tony Yu each won a silver 
prize.  Ray Kowalski won the drawing gold. The meeting was adjourned at 8:49 pm.
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Aug 24th, 2010             Meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm by President Chuck Call. 35 attendees. Bubble 
Draw: Member # 869  Don Riardan was not present to win. Briita Ehlers won the door 

prize.  New Business:  Announcements: There will be no speaker for the Sept 14th meeting. Sept 28th meeting 
will be the club’s annual hot dog night--so arrive 1/2 hr early. Lyle Okamoto announced that he still has Penin-
sula Coin Club drawing tickets. In reviewing the club’s annual coin show, President Chuck Call pronounced it 
a resounding success and thanked all who volunteered their considerable time and effort. Even in this difficult 
economy, Vince sold all of the bourse tables. The Club sold the most $5 drawing tickets ever! 1000 tickets printed, 
925 were sold. Only show hiccup....the caterer didn’t show up due to a miscommunication on their part. Bruce 
reported 6 club members brought exhibits. Ram Sethi won 1st Place - Juniors; Briita Ehlers, Best of Show; Gary 
Acquistapace, 1st Prize; Kris Martin, 2nd Prize; Wanda Johnson, 3rd Prize; Aaron Houston, Participant. At the 
Installation Dinner, allwill receive a silver club medal.  
Special Speaker:  “A Twisted Tale of Cover Up and Deceit” (SF Mint mystery) -- by Richard Kelly & Nancy 
Oliver. Kelly and Oliver presented an intriguing mystery around the SF Mint for the evening program.

•	 In 1857, $150,000 in gold went missing from the 1st SF Mint. 
But, the public didn’t become aware of the heist until Aug, 
1893 when treasury agents were reported digging at the inter-
section of 10th and Grove streets in Oakland.

•	 (4) house movers found a tin box of gold nuggets and ingots 2 
years earlier while moving a house belonging to former mint 
official John Eckfeldt  

•	 The missing gold was officially blamed on Agoston Haraszthy, 
the mint’s melter and refiner. Put on trial and acquitted.

•	 Eckfeldt worked at the Mint during (2) other thefts: $3000 
theft blamed on William Bein and a $14,000 theft that was 
never solved. After his death, there were hints of possible 
dishonesty--his family angrily insisted that newspaper obituar-

No Show and Tell participants due to a special Speaker  

Chuck auctioned 15 lots, including one donation. In the drawing, Bill Hurja won (3) Silver Prizes; Chuck Call, Tony Yu, 
Dan Claassen, Don Ehlers, and Chuck White won a silver prize. Ray Kowalski won the gold prize for the second meeting 
in a row.. The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.
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The House

The Suspects

The Mint’s Gold?

1st SF Mint

“A Twisted Tale of Cover-Up and Deceit” -- A SF Mint Mystery

ies depict him in glowing terms of dedication 
and honesty.

•	 Oct 8th, 1874, Eckfield took his own life, the 
day before the start-up of machinery at the 
new Mint - “The Granite Lady”. He left 		
	  no note. Eckfield had been removed 
	  twice in his career with the Treasury: in 
	  1859 as the first Coiner; and in 1869 as 
	   the Assistant Refiner.  What 			 
        prompted his untimely death? No one        
        will ever know.
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38th Annual Fremont Coin Show
Fremont Coin Club -- Double Eagle Newsletter -- September, 2010

Post-Coin Show   We had excellent sales of tickets at the 
front desk and by individuals --Thank 

You!. At the show, we had an income of over $1,100 dollars to boost the club’s 
treasury to $12,971.74. An important achievement (in light of the economy) to keep 
up with the Club’s strong year-round schedule of events/expenses:  Rent, Drawing 
Prizes, Membership Potlucks/BBQs, Xmas Party, Speaker gifts/Awards, + more. 
Club membership really pulled together to help Vince and Club officers produce 
an excellent show -- Thanks Again, to all the Volunteers. Comments from some 
of the Dealers on the floor were very positive -- it was a very brisk & active show 
for most of them + very good public attendance.  ---  See you at the show NEXT 
YEAR!  July 23-24th, 2011

Show Raffle Winners

$20 Gold Saint Gaudens: 
Robert Fernandez, Jr.

$5 Liberty Head: Hi-
lario Razo B.

$2.50 Indian: FCC mem-
ber Bill Hurja

List of Exhibitors  
mentioned on Page 1.
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Castro Valley Coin
ALAN KREUZER

Professional Numismatist

 
20863 Redwood Rd.
(In the Lucky’s Shopping Ctr.)
P.O. Box 2946
Castro Valley, CA 94546

 
(510) 537-1442 

Fax (510) 537-2435
akreuzer@att.net

www.castrovalleycoin.com
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Volunteers who helped set-up/tear-down of 
Fremont coin show AND those who worked 
at the front desk selling show raffle tickets 
were treated to dinner at the Market Broiler 
on Sunday nite after the show. We had 25 
volunteers at dinner -- Thanks for your help!

2010 Post Coin Show Dinner -- Thank You!


